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County-wide System 

• Article XI, Section 3, Wisconsin Constitution 

• §§ 59.02-.04, 66.0101-.0103, Wisconsin Statutes 

• § 173.03 (1), Wisconsin Statutes* 

Authority 

 *APPOINTMENT.  The governing body of any political 
subdivision may appoint one or more humane officers...   
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County-wide System 

• § 173.03 (3), Wisconsin Statutes 

Jurisdiction 

JURISDICTION... A humane officer appointed by a county 
shall carry out his or her duties throughout the county, 
other than within the boundaries of a city or village whose 
governing body adopts a resolution withdrawing from 
county enforcement of humane laws and transmits a copy 
of the resolution to the county. 
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Three Types of Enforcement 
Authority 

• Chap. 95, 173, 174, & 951, Wis. Statutes 

State Law 

• § 4.9, Portage County Code of Ordinances 

County Ordinances 

• City, Village, & Town Ordinances 

Municipal Ordinances 
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State Law 

• Animal Health 
Chapter 95, Wisconsin Statutes 

• Animals; Humane Officers 
Chapter 173, Wisconsin Statutes 

• Dogs 
Chapter 174, Wisconsin Statutes 

• Crimes Against Animals 
Chapter 951, Wisconsin Statutes 
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County Ordinances 

•Animal Control 

•Adopts State Law 

Section 4.9, Portage County Code of Ordinances 

More on this later... 
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Municipal Ordinances 

• e.g. Zoning, Fee Schedules, Building Code, Liquor  
“General” 

• e.g. Speed Limits, Parking 
“Enabling” 

• e.g. Fireworks, Solicitors’ Permits 
“Exclusionary” 

• e.g. Obscene Material or Performance  
“Prohibited” 

• e.g.  General Traffic, Animal Control 
“Permitted but Irrelivant” (w/o Enforcement) 
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Question: 

Does the County enforce municipal 
ordinances? 
 
     Answer: 

No 
Exception: § 59.27 (13), Wis. Stats. 
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Who Enforces What? 

Agency 
State 
Law 

County 
Ordinance 

Municipal 
Ordinance 

State X 

County  X X 

Municipalities x X 
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Animal Control Enforcement 

• Criminal Violations 
 
 

• Animal Control 
Ordinance 
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Animal Control Enforcement 

• Criminal Violations 
 
 

• Animal Control 
Ordinance 
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Enforcement System 

Criminal? 

Yes 

No 

Yes No Municipal 
Action 

Member 
Municipality? 
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County Code of Ordinances 

Section 4.9 
Animal Control 
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Section 4.9, Animal Control 

• Adoption of State Law 
4.9.2 

• Dog Licenses 
4.9.4 

• Rabies Control Program 
4.9.5 

• Mistreating Animals... 
4.9.6 
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Section 4.9, Animal Control Cont. 

• Taking Animals without Owners Consent 
4.9.7 

• Using Poisons, Injurious, & Controlled Substances 
4.9.8 

• Providing Proper Food and Drink 
4.9.9 

• Providing Proper Shelter... 
4.9.10 
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Section 4.9, Animal Control Cont. 

• Abandonment 
4.9.11 

• Animal Nuisances 
4.9.12 

• Impoundment 
4.9.13 

• Vicious Animals... 
4.9.14 
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Section 4.9, Animal Control Cont. 

• Commercial Establishments 
4.9.15 

• Animal Control Agency 
4.9.16 

• Enforcement 
4.9.17 

• Penalties and Citations 
4.9.18 and Chapter 5 
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Prosecution System 

Citation Complaint 

• Investigation 
• Enforcement 
• Report Writing 
• Expert Testimony 

 

• Case Review 
• Citation Processing 
• Pre-trial Hearings 
• Court Officers 
• Civil Process Service 

 

• Clerk of Courts 
• Circuit Court 
• District Attorney 

 

Pre-Trial Support Trial Support Municipalities 

$ 

• No Answer 
• Not Guilty 
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Abatement Orders 

Craft 

Hearing 

• Contested 
• Disputed 

Municipalities not part of the County 
System must use their own municipal 
resources to issue abatement  orders. 

Issue 
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County Animal Control Website 
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County Animal Control Website 
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County Animal Control Website 
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County Animal Control Website 
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County Animal Control Website 
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County Animal Control Website 
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County Animal Control Website 
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County Animal Control Website 
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County Animal Control Website 

http://www.co.portage.wi.us/department/sheriff-s-office/animal-control 

http://www.co.portage.wi.us 
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Questions? 
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